Fine tuning of a reported synthetic route for biologically active flavonoid, baicalein.
A modified procedure of a previous synthetic route for baicalein was developed in order to obtain more than ten grams of baicalein for in vivo test. There were several difficulties in applying the published experimental procedures for a large scale of synthesis. The modified synthetic work was successfully accomplished by reducing amount of strong Lewis acid in Fries rearrangement and using tetrabutylammonium iodide as an additive to speed up the demethylation reaction in refluxing HBr into completion.